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The Game of Life is a popular board game 
first introduced by Milton Bradley in 1860. In 
the current version, players roll dice as they 
move plastic cars around a track representing 
their lives. They encounter twists and turns 
and have to make choices. Christian Life isn’t 
a board game...but it does have twists and 
turns and we make choices along the way.  
 
There is no question we are living at a time 
that is both physically and spiritually 
challenging for the Church. The current 
pandemic has redefined how we live, work, 
shop, and interact with each other. It has 
even changed how we go to Mass and even 
how we pray.  
 
Saint Paul would have agreed we face some 
serious obstacles. But he also gives us words 
of encouragement in the Epistle when he tells 
us whatever we are going through now...what 
the Collect calls “things temporal”...pales in 
comparison to the glory God will ultimately 
reveal in us as his children...what the Collect 
calls “things eternal.”  
 
What we are experiencing now, Paul tells us, 
is like the pain a woman experiences during 
childbirth. With the birth of the child comes 
new life and hope. Echoing what the writer of 
Hebrews says, Paul tells us we who have 
God’s spirit wait patiently with hope for what 
we have not yet experienced...eternal life in 
heaven.  
 
The “things temporal” in the Collect, 
according to Father Massey Shepherd, author 
of the Oxford American Prayer Book 
Commentary, refers to both the good and bad 
times. Our life on earth is a series of ups and 
downs. Whatever we experience now...we 
must never lose sight of the “things 
eternal”...because it remains a constant 
reality now...in whatever life sends our way.  
 
The obstacles we face during this lifetime can 
be physical, emotional or spiritual. The 
Gospel is about obstacles that get in our way 
of seeing ourselves as God sees us...and affect 
the way we see others. We need to be careful 
in our enthusiasm to help others work 
through their own challenges...we don’t 
become the obstacles getting in their way.  

When we become aware of spiritual 
obstacles in another person’s life that keep 
them from seeing clearly…we might be 
tempted to say, “Let me show you the way”. 
Before we do that…we need to take a good, 
hard, look at ourselves. Do we have some 
obstacles in our own lives we need to get rid 
of first?  Where are we now in the real Game 
of Life? Where should we be? The answer is 
in the Gospel.  
 
Jesus tells us we can expect God to apply the 
same standards to us we apply to others. If we 
are overly harsh in judging someone, we 
cannot expect anything less from God. God is 
the ultimate giver of mercy. We do not want 
to become obstacles that get in the way of 
God’s mercy toward others any more than we 
want to become obstacles that get in the way 
of God’s mercy toward us.  
 
Our job during this lifetime is to make certain 
the obstacles and challenges we experience 
don’t wreck us…and we need to make 
certain we don’t become the obstacles and 
challenges that wreck other people’s lives. 
Saint Paul tells us we can’t expect things to 
always go the way we want them to...we can 
expect to face all kinds of suffering. We 
should also remind ourselves the word 
“suffering” really means “endurance”.  
 
What we’re asking God to do for us today is 
to protect us and show us his mercy in good 
times and bad times, to help us make the 
right choices now, and not lose sight of what 
we hope for...eternal life in heaven.  
 
“Life is an uncertain journey”, an anonymous 
blog commentator writes. “We go through 
serene and anxious conditions. But, it is 
during such times, we remember to look to 
the one who is in absolute control over 
everything. And it is in times like these that 
we, God’s Church, must come together all 
the more to praise Him, and to intercede for 
the human race.” 
 
When it comes to the Christian Game of 
Life...it is full of twists and turns and 
challenges. Unlike the board game, we 
already know the outcome and it doesn’t 
involve rolling dice. Jesus has made certain of 
that.  
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