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Sheep flock to McDonald’s during 
lockdown...seriously...yes seriously. They 
were grazing on the grass outside the locked 
front door of the restaurant in South Wales. 
They were wandering through the drive-thru 
as if they were expecting a hamburger to 
suddenly appear through the window...hold 
the pickle, hold the lettuce...oops wrong 
jingle! 
 
Speaking of jingles...a Daily Mail (UK) 
reporter said the sheep give new meaning to 
the children’s song Old McDonald Had a 
Farm. And a Fox News reporter quipped 
apparently these sheep don’t care about 
social distancing.   
 
Nightly news reports show all creatures great 
and small reclaiming territory occupied by 
apartment buildings and office complexes. 
They are rediscovering places they once 
roamed freely. The consensus...we haven’t 
done a good job of taking care of the planet 
and the animals. We are getting a glimpse of 
how things could be...and a chance to once 
again be good stewards of the Earth as God 
intended. 
 
The Second Sunday after Easter is called 
Good Shepherd Sunday among Anglicans...a 
name is gets from both the Epistle and Gospel 
lessons appointed for today. Isn’t it ironic the 
story and photo about the sheep waiting 
outside the closed McDonald’s in South 
Wales has gone...well...viral.   
 
Sheep and shepherds are mentioned more 
than 500 times in the Bible…more than any 
other animal. Sheep were important to the 
agricultural life of Jews and other people who 
lived off the land. Sheep are also a symbol for 
God’s people…and God the Shepherd who 
looks after his people.  
 
Isaiah gave God’s people words of strength 
and comfort when he wrote, “He will take 
care of his flock like a shepherd; he will bring 
the lambs together and carry them in his 
arms; he will gently lead their mothers.” And 
he wrote, “All of us were like sheep that were 
lost, each of us going his own way.”  
 

Sheep are not very smart. They feel safe when 
they have a shepherd to watch over them. But 
when they get spooked...they run off in every 
direction and get into trouble. The shepherd 
has to go rescue them...the hired hand 
doesn’t. The shepherd loves his sheep...the 
hired hand doesn’t. Hired hands aren’t 
shepherds...they have no vested interest in 
the flock.  
 
Sheep do have an instinct God gave 
them…they know the sound of their 
shepherd’s voice and they will come back to 
him…and to no other shepherd. They know 
in returning to the shepherd they will be safe 
and wolves and other predators can’t get 
them.  
 
People are not sheep but sometimes we act 
like them. We sometimes run off in different 
directions without thinking about the 
consequences of our actions. We are 
sometimes swayed by the prevailing opinions 
of the world in which we live…which is 
frequently at odds with what we know to be 
true about our Faith. 
 
Jesus is THE Good Shepherd…there is no 
other Shepherd like him. He comes looking 
for us when we wander off and get spiritually 
lost. Sin makes our lives messy and weighs us 
down…we fall down and can’t get back up 
without help…Jesus rescues us and brings us 
back into the Light that is himself.  And Jesus 
knows us by name...he calls us and we come 
back.  
 
Jesus told Peter the way to show his love for 
him was to take care of his lambs…to take 
care of his sheep…to watch over those 
entrusted to his care…and be a good 
shepherd to his people. Bishops and priests 
and to a certain extent deacons are the 
shepherds who are supposed to love and take 
care of the people. The people respond by 
loving the shepherd...and together we 
respond to Jesus’ loving call. 
 
Peter reminds us that we WERE like sheep 
that had lost our way, but we have been 
brought back to follow the Shepherd and 
Keeper of our souls. Even during this 
pandemic and time of uncertainty...we are 
safe in the care of Jesus the Good Shepherd 
who loves us…and we love him.   
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