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THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

STRIKING APPEARANCES
Our Epiphany Season is long this
year…three weeks longer than last year.
This means Easter will be late…21
April…and the Trinity Season will be
especially short. An added bonus this
year is the Epiphany of Our Lord…6
January…falls on the first Sunday of the
month. It’s always a blessing when the
Ordo Kalendar works in our favor.
We use the word epiphany in everyday speech to mean we
suddenly have a bright idea…or the “light bulb” goes on
when we are trying to solve a problem at the office or at
school or even at church. We often say, “I’ve had an
epiphany”…crediting ourselves with finding the solution to
a problem.
The Epiphany Season is about God’s revelation of himself
through Jesus…surprising and previously unknown facts
made known to us through dramatic events…striking
appearances…in the life of Jesus. The key word here is
revelation…Christianity is a revealed religion…God makes
the truth about Jesus known to us through revelation. It’s
only by the power of the Holy Spirit we’re able to
recognize these revelations.
A bright shining star was the striking appearance God used
to make the birth of Jesus known to the Magi…visitors from
far away countries…representatives of the Gentile world.
Jesus…our Emmanuel…our God with us…is King and
Savior of the whole world…not just a select group of
people.
We experience personal epiphanies in our own
lives…most often through the people we meet…especially
those who have helped shape us into who we are…role
models who have been God’s instruments leading us out of
darkness into light…family and friends…living and
dead…who have helped us “see the Light” that is Jesus
Christ.
The Epiphany Season is our opportunity to be epiphanies
for Jesus…striking appearances…to others…always to the
Glory of God.
“…Your light must shine before people, so they will see the good
things you do and praise your Father in heaven.” (St. Matthew
5.16)

Father Craig Looney ✠

SUNDAY 6 JANUARY 2019
9:00 AM PARISH SUNG MASS
CATERED LUNCHEON

A gentle reminder…Every-Member Canvass letters were
mailed out the week of 16 December. Please give prayerful
thought and consideration when making your 2019
Pledge. The Biblical standard for Christian giving is the
tithe (one tenth of something). Everything we have belongs
to God…he wants us to keep 90% of his gifts…including
our money…he asks only 10% be returned to him in
thanks for his many blessings. Not an unreasonable
request…one we should happily embrace.
If you have never made a pledge to the Parish…this is your
opportunity to make a “New Year” resolution consistent
with the Advent theme of starting over and recommitment
to doing what is pleasing to God. If you have never
practiced tithing…make that your rsolution. Saint Joseph
Parish depends on the generosity of its parishioners to meet
its financial obligations and plan for the future. Please
return your signed and dated pledge card by Sunday 13
January 2019…either by dropping it in the Collection Plate
or mailing it to the Parish Office.
P AGE 1

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING…

DECEMBER HAPPENINGS
A BAPTISM…

The Annual Parish Corporation Meeting (APCM) will be
held on Sunday 27 January 2019 immediately following
the 9:00 AM Parish Mass. Members of the Parish who are
current on their 2018 Pledge and have made a Pledge for
2019 are entitled to vote at the meeting.
During the meeting we will review and approve Minutes of
the 2018 APCM, hear reports from the Rector, Senior and
Junior Wardens and Treasurer. We will review and
approve a Budget for 2019…and elect new Vestry
members.
A short Vestry Meeting with the new Vestry will follow at
which the Rector will appoint a Senior Warden and the
Vestry will elect officers. Coffee and fellowship time will
follow the meeting.

DISCUSSION GROUP...

On Advent Sunday…2 December…Saint Joseph Parish
celebrated the Baptism of Joseph (Joey) Days Calder II at
the 9:00 AM Parish Mass. Pictured above to the right of
Father Looney are Joey’s parents, Joseph and Farrah Calder
who are surrounded by several of Joey’s sponsors. A family
friend is holding a happy Joey.

A BISHOP’S VISIT...

The Sunday Discussion
Group is on hiatus until the
first Sunday in February
due to a number of
scheduling
conflicts
in
January. Attendance at
Discussion Group during late Trinity Season was sparse
and the Rector hopes for better attendance at what has
become a hallmark of the Parish’s commitment to
teaching.

2019 ORDO KALENDARS…
We have a few 2019 Ordo
Kalendars conforming to the Book
of Common Prayer (1928) and
Anglican and American Missals
remaining. Please pick up your
copy after Sunday Mass.
The Kalendars are also available…
while supplies last…to friends of
the Parish who live at a distance
Please contact Father Looney at the
Parish Office at 650 347 4423 if you would like one
mailed to you. There is no charge for the Kalendars.

Our Celebrant and Preacher at the 9:00 AM Parish Mass
on Sunday 16 December…the Third Sunday in
Advent…was The Right Reverend Stephen C. Scarlett…
Bishop Ordinary for the Diocese of the Holy Trinity.
Bishop Scarlett is seated next to Father Looney at the far
right end of table. Bishop Scarlett remarked in the Homily
about his deep-rooted connection to Saint Joseph
Parish…especially in the early years of the Parish…and
how good it was to reconnect with the Parish after a
number of years. Following the Mass everyone enjoyed a
potluck luncheon in Young-Wheeler Hall and conversation
with the bishop. Look at all the smiling faces!
P AGE 2

A WEDDING ANNIVERSARY...

THE MEETING…

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple…also called the
Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin…is observed on 2
February (Book of Common Prayer, Pages 231-233). In the
Eastern Orthodox Church…the Presentation is a Great
Feast of the Church…and is called Hypapante…Meeting in
Greek…and it is an Epiphany of Our Lord in its own right.
Friday…28 December…rounded out a busy December
and was a momentous event in the life of Saint Joseph
Parish. Father Looney officiated at the Blessing of a
Marriage and celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving on the
occasion of the 60th Wedding Anniversary of Carol and Al
Schick. The Schicks have been members of the Parish
since its founding in 1977. Several members of
Masterworks Chorale…sang Rise Up, My Love by HealeyWillan (from “Song of Solomon”), Set me as a Seal by Rene
Clausen (from “Song of Solomon”) and For the Beauty of
the Earth by John Rutter (Folliot Pierpoint). Al sang with
Masterworks Chorale for many years.

CALL PRIMROSE…
During January we are collecting
items from CALL’s “Most Needed
List”. Please bring any of the
following items to church on
Sunday and we will deliver them to
CALL:
CANNED/DRY GOODS…Macaroni and Cheese, Pasta,
Canned Vegetables, Hearty Soups/Stews (low-sodium
varieties), Chili with or without Meat, Canned Fruit.
TOILETRIES…Tooth Brushes, Tooth Paste,
Conditioner, Diapers (Sizes 5 & 6), Pull-ups.
Please: NO GLASS BOTTLES OR JARS!

Shampoo,

Mary and Joseph were obedient to the Law. The Gospel of
Luke (St. Luke 2.22-40) describes the event we celebrate
on 2 February...the Presentation of Jesus AND the
Purification of Mary. According to the Torah (Leviticus 12
and Exodus 13.12-15)…the parents of a first-born male
child were required to take him to the Temple 40 days
after his birth…to present him to the priest for service in
the Temple as a priest…and redeem him (buy him back)
from that service. Mary and Joseph offered two turtle
doves…an indication they were not wealthy. Mary also
completed her purification rite.
A touching element of the story is the Hypapante…the
Meeting…Mary and Joseph have with the aged Simeon.
The Gospel records Simeon had been promised he would
not die until he had seen the Messiah. When Simeon sees
Jesus…he takes him in his arms and says the prayer we
know as the Nunc dimittis said at Evening Prayer…
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to
thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy
people Israel.

Simeon…the old man…held the Son of God in his arms.
He praises God for keeping his promise…he has seen the
One who would redeem the whole world…and he could
now die in peace.
From the custom of blessing beeswax candles used in the
church throughout the year and distributing small tapers to
the congregation to be taken home…a reminder Christ is
the Light of the World…2 February gets the name
Candlemas.

P AGE 3

SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS – 9:00 AM SUNG MASS & SERMON
COFFEE HOUR & DISCUSSION GROUP
WEEKDAYS/HOLY DAYS AS ANNOUNCED
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE BY APPOINTMENT
THE REVEREND FATHER CRAIG LOONEY, RECTOR

A PRAYER FOR PARISH GROWTH
O GOD, WHO KNOWEST THE NEED OF ALL THY CREATURES, AND DOST
BESTOW THE FAVOUR OF THY GRACE ALIKE UPON THE HUMBLE AND
THE GREAT; BE WITH US IN ALL OUR ENDEAVORS DEVOTED TO THY
SERVICE, AND GRANT US, WE BESEECH THEE, SUCH INCREASE OF
NUMBERS AND OF MEANS AS WILL SECURE THIS HOUSE OF PRAYER TO
THE WORSHIP AND GLORY OF THY SON, OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST,
WHO LIVETH AND REIGNETH WITH THEE AND THE HOLY GHOST, ONE
GOD, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN.

THE CONTINUATION OF ANGLICANISM: We affirm that the Church of
our fathers, sustained by the most Holy Trinity, lives yet…are
determined to continue in the Catholic Faith, Apostolic Order,
Orthodox Worship and Evangelical Witness of the traditional
Anglican Church.

www.saintjosephparish.net
650 347 4423

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
ANGLICAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
770 NORTH EL CAMINO REAL
SAN MATEO CA 94401

